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Ragchew 
“The Voice of Branch 68” 

 

August 2016 
 

The North Canterbury Amateur Radio Club Inc. 
PO Box 14, Woodend 7641 

 

www.ncarcinc.weebly.com 
Meetings are held at the Woodend Youth Centre, unless otherwise advised. 

 

 

       CLUB CALENDAR 
    Meetings start at 1930hrs, unless otherwise stated. 
 
Host for August - ZL3HI 
August 11 General Meeting - “DVD” 
 

**Mid-Winter Dinner - Sunday August 7th @ 1200hrs. Garden Restaurant, Shirley** 
 
Branch 01 Ashburton 
August 8 General Meeting -  ZL3HAM is host 
 

Branch 05 Christchurch 
August 3 General Meeting - “Restoring WWII Clandestine Radios” by Michael Wise ZL3AX 

  18 Day meeting (1300hrs) “”  
 

Branch 56 Christchurch West 
August 10 Free & Easy (1330hrs) 
  23 General Meeting 
 

CARDS 
August 17 General Meeting 
 

Nets and Frequencies 
 
 

Canterbury 2M SSB Net 144.200MHz every Tuesday from 2000hrs (vertical polarisation) 
 

Canterbury 6M Net 3850 6M Repeater Thursdays from 2000hrs (vertical polarisation) 
 

Canterbury Area Net 5625 Repeater, 2000hrs on Sundays 

 

National Broadcast last Sunday of the month at 2000hrs on 3.900MHz, National System, 6975 and 705 Repeaters 

 

          

           Thanks to BAYLEYS for sponsoring 
           the photocopying of the newsletter. 
              Tel: 03 311-8020 

Secretary: Colin Rowe ZL3COL Phone 03 313 2303 Email: colingr@xtra.co.nz 
Editor: Tony Buckland ZL3HAM Phone 03 312 5352 Email: zl3ham@scorch.co.nz 

QTH 
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President’s Report 
 

It is with sadness I start this report and advise members that Win ZL3WZ became a SK earlier this month after a long battle 
with cancer. Win had been a member since 2006, our condolences to Judy and family. 
  
Please don't forget our mid-winter lunch at the Garden Restaurant, Marshlands Road 12pm on 7th August. Please let me 
know if you would like to attend, if you haven't already done so. 
  
The last branch meeting was well attended at our temporary premises, and it was great to see members new and old present 
us with a range of projects and an interesting selection of modern SMART meters courtesy of Mike ZL3TMB. It looks like 
we will be back in our clubrooms for our next meeting so come along and see the new renovations. 
  
The ZL Winter Sprint series, that I mentioned in my last report has now finished and was a great success. Mark ZL3AB is 
planning to hold a summer series so more details on that closer to the time. 
 
I have been offered a place on the upcoming VK9NZ Dxpedition to Norfolk Island in October, which I have accepted, so no 
doubt this will be the basis of a talk at club night in the not too distant future. 

73 Don ZL3DMC 

AREC Report 
 

Forest Rural Fire: (AREC supplied Comms / Logistics to Forestry Fire Teams). 
. 
Thu. 30/6/16.  Two Forestry units called to assist a major turn-out to a homestead fire within fire boundary of Ashley Forest. 
Forestry units helped to provide water supply in a rural fire situation. 
 

Geoff ZL3QR 
Dep. S/L. 

Repeater Reports 
 

       Mt. Noble 6975 
 

The repeater is working well with no known issues. 

 
Mike ZL3AKZ 
 

Mt. Grey 675 

The repeater is working well with no known issues. 

            Geoff ZL3QR 

Mid-Winter Dinner - Sunday 7th August @ 1200hrs 
Garden Restaurant, Marshland Road, Shirley 

 
Please let Don know if you wish to attend, all are welcome. 

*** Welcome to New Members *** 
 

Vaughan Penny ZL3LN 
Keith Heyworth ZL3KH 

Richard Sedcole 
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Dual Band Half-Wave “Flower Pot” Antenna 
by VK2ZOI 

 
The basic half wave version of the Flower Pot antenna can be readily modified to dual band the antenna for operation on a 
band that is the (approximate) third harmonic of the fundamental resonance. 
 
Operation on the third harmonic is achieved by using a sleeve technique so as to form quarter wave phasing sections (at the 
higher frequency) to end feed two half waves in phase at the third harmonic. 
 
This arrangement provides useful gain (3dBd) on the higher band. The sleeve technique maintains the impedance matching 
for both bands and (probably fortunately) there is sufficient longitudinal impedance in the choke coil to provide the required 
isolation at the third harmonic. 
 
The sleeve is applied after the basic antenna has been constructed. 
 
Dimensions shown are for the (basic) 2m half-wave Flower Pot. The modification involves placing a co-ax phasing sleeve 
around the outside of conduit, positioned as shown. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Dimensions for a 2m half-wave Flower Pot 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The sleeve material can be aluminium (kitchen) foil, copper foil, 
brass shim, roof/building alfoil sarking or salvaged coax braid. 
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Before fixing the sleeve in place, check VSWR on 2m The sleeve should cause little if no change to 2m VSWR although it 
may appear to very slightly raise the resonant frequency; With the sleeve fitted, the VSWR should not be greater than 1.15:1 
across the FM portion of band). 
 
Then check VSWR across the 70cm (430 – 450 MHz) band. Expected VSWR readings will be less than 1.2:1 at band edges 
and less than 1.1:1 in band centre. 
 
If VSWR is outside these limits, adjust position of sleeve (+/- 5mm max) and, if necessary, trim sleeve length to lower 
VSWR. When trimming sleeve length (dimension B) adjust dimensions A and C accordingly to keep centre of sleeve adja-
cent to feedpoint of the inner 2m dipole. However, little, if any, adjustment to the sleeve should be necessary. When satisfied 
with the VSWR, fix in place and protect the sleeve with UV protected PVC tape or heatshrink. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a finished antenna constructed by Vaughan ZL3LN. 
 
As can be seen Vaughan has used a round electrical box, at the base, to house the 
PL259/SO239 connectors. Overall a splendid job. 
 
According to Vaughan the SWR on both bands is very low and the performance is 
good on both. 
 
 
   Why the name “Flower Pot”? 
   http://vk2zoi.com/flower-pots/ 
 
 

 
 

**August Happy Birthday’s** 
 

Mike ZL3TMB 
Carleen ZL3ADO 

Jim ZL3ND 

August Meeting 
 

Last month it was a “Show & Tell” session with Tony ZL3HAM showing three kits from QRPGUYS.com, Geoff 
ZL3QR an early Atlas 180 & a VHF setup with PSU, Mike ZL3TMB explained SMART meters in detail and 
Vaughan ZL3LN displayed his newly constructed dual band antenna (see Page 3 for details). Thanks to all, most 
interesting. 
 

This month will be a DVD, possibly TX Factor 12. 

 

  Man Up & 
 Get Checked! 

 

PHONE 0800 477 678 
 

EMAIL info@prostate.org.nz 
 

WEB www.prostate.org.nz 
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X50,  X300, X510M  Fibre-glass encapsulated co-linear arrays for V/UHF Base Station antennas c/w mounting hardware   from $175 
SGM 911 Tri-Band mobile Deluxe Slim-line mobile for 6,2 & 70 transceivers (also perfect on 75MHz for Scanners)            only $195  
NR-770/790  -  Ground independent  ½λ  on VHF, multiple �λ on 70cm with SO239 base for optimum mobile performance from $65 
NR22L Optimum 2M DX Mobile Co-linear  2 x �λ , 2.46M long, 6.5dB gain $ 95.   NR2C Std ¾λ Centre-loaded 2M Mobile only  $80  
SRH 701/771  SMA FLEXI-Whips specifically for Broad-band freq coverage and gain on Hand-Helds or Scanners               from $45  
RH205 / RH799    Telescopic Whips for DX coverage with Scanners or wide coverage Hand-Helds, BNC mounts               from $45 
DP-CP22L VHF Base Vertical  Omni-Directional for VHF Dxing,  2 x  �λ co-linear , 2.7M long, over 6.5dB gain on 2M       only $120   
DP-CP6  6 Band HF Vertical 4.6M long, preferred limited space array including radials (1.8ML) 80 - 6M coverage              only $1195 
W735 Wire Dipole Kit  80/40M trapped dipole, 26M long includes  all traps, balun, wire elements, insulators and ties          only $250    
W80-10 Dipole Kit covers 80,40,20,15,10M under 20M long includes  all traps, balun, wire elements, insulators and ties     only $395 
D130 Discone covers 25-1300MHz  1.7M long includes all mounting hardware and 15M low loss coax cabling                     only $295 
KV5 The Latest HF-6M DX Vertical-Top performance in limited space - only 5.8M long, <3kg for simple installation  only $875  
BB6W Wire Dipole equivalent of BB7V  complete coverage 2-30MHz only 7M long  incls all wire, balun, insulators   only $575 
WD330S 10M Long BroadBand T2FD for full 2-30MHz coverage, icomplete kit incl Balun, Spreaders, insulators etc only $569 
WD330   Full 25M Terminated Folded Dipole kit (as above ) $625   PLUS OTHER HF ANTENNA OPTIONS for all situations  
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For All Your Amateur Radio Equipment 
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�5�����6�3�����7�As�ZL’s�largest�supplier�of�Amateur�radio�equipment�we�maintain�good�stock�levels�of�all�those�extra�items�that�enable�you�to�enjoy�
operating�your�Amateur�station.������������all�bands,�base,�mobile,�portable�or�Hheld�whips�������������Spare�Yaesu�Nicads,�NiMH�or�LiIon�cells���

8��9��8�����:�Low'loss�50Ώ�coax�cable�RG8�and�RG58����6���9����from�Diamond�&�MFJ�for�H/V/UHF�operation����������Narrow�CW�and�SSB�opt�
filters�for�Yaesu�rigs�������9�
;3����Large�range�of�wide'band�ants�for�H’Helds������	��������Comfortable�headphones�c/w�boom�mics���

��6����Magnetic,�mobile�and�pole�mounts���� ��
�;����Great�selection�of�pre'loved�equipment�����0�
0������/�,*����0����for�HF�Dxing���
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CLUB COMMITTEE 
President  Don MacDonald  ZL3DMC  03 327 7415 

(Co-opt) Vice President  Mike Kennedy  ZL3AKZ  03 313 3646 
Secretary  Colin Rowe   ZL3COL  03 313 2303 
Treasurer  Denise Hider   ZL3HI   03 313 4907 
AREC S/Leader Don MacDonald  ZL3DMC/ZK9EG 03 327 7415 
Ragchew Editor  Tony Buckland  ZL3HAM  03 312 5352 
Committee  Bev Gillman   ZL3OV  03 313 7137 
    Geoff Gillman  ZL3QR  03 313 7137 
    Tony Buckland  ZL3HAM  03 312 5352 
    Ron Kautz   ZL3RCK  03 312 8615 
    Geoff Gooch   ZL3AL  03 920 2800 
  (Co-opt) Owen Pimm   ZL3GM  03 310 6070 
 

 

SPECIAL INTEREST CONTACTS 
AREC   Don MacDonald  ZL3DMC/ZK9EG 03 327 7415 
Web Master  Ron Kautz   ZL3RCK  03 312 8615 
Repeater Trustees 
   6975   Mike Kennedy  ZL3AKZ  03 313 3646 
    Brian Holland  ZL4WX  03 312 3344 
   675   Geoff Gillman  ZL3QR  03 313 7137 
    Richard Smart  ZL4FZ  03 385 8355 
ZL3RR   Geoff Gillman  ZL3QR  03 313 7137 

 
 

CALENDAR for 2016 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Branch 68 Marketplace 
 

FROM BRANCH 68 
Coax RG58 (per metre) $1.60 

Enquiries to Geoff ZL3QR, phone (03) 313 7137 
 

Club Monograms (cloth) $9.00 - Club Badges (metal) $6.50 
Enquiries to Denise ZL3HI, phone (03) 313 4907 

 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

Annual Subscriptions 
$40 Single, $50 Family 

 
Payment by instalments can be arranged with the Treasurer. 

 

Bank details for Internet payment. Please include your Callsign / Name. 

ANZ Bank: 01 0877 0105044 00 
 

PLEASE HELP THE CLUB and PAY PROMPTLY 

General Meeting - Second Thursday at 1930 (7.30pm) 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

-       11 8 13 11 8 

 

Committee Meeting - Fourth Thursday at 1930 (7.30pm) 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

       25 22 27 25 - 

 

**SUBS DUE BY 30 APRIL** 


