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Meetings are held at the Woodend Youth Centre, unless otherwise advised. 
 
 

 
       CLUB CALENDAR 

    Meetings start at 1930hrs, unless otherwise stated. 
 

Host for November - ZL3HAM 

 

Branch 68 
November 9 General Meeting   

          
Branch 01 Ashburton 

November 13 General Meeting  
 

Branch 05 Christchurch 

November 1 General Meeting      
        

November 16 Day Meeting @ 1300hrs 
 

CARDS 

November 15 Regular Meeting 

 

Nets and Frequencies 
 

 

Canterbury 2M SSB Net 144.200MHz every Tuesday from 2000hrs (vertical polarisation) 
 

Canterbury 6M Net 3850 6M Repeater Thursdays from 2000hrs (vertical polarisation) 
 

Canterbury Area Net 5625 Repeater, 2000hrs on Sundays 

 

National Broadcast last Sunday of the month at 2000hrs on 3.900MHz, National System, 6975 and 705 Repeaters 

QTH 

News Flash 
NCARCInc Christmas cake to be 

baked ready for consumption on 

December 14th at the general 

meeting breakup in Woodend, 

make a note in your calendar. See 

you there. 

DX Contest 

CQ Worldwide DX Contest, 

CW 0000Z, Nov 25 to 2400Z, 

Nov 26. Get ready 

mailto:colingr@xtra.co.nz
mailto:colingr@xtra.co.nz
http://www.ncarcinc.weebly.com
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Presidents Report Nov 2017 
Monday, 30 October 2017 

15:06 

  
As I sit here writing this report it feels like summer has finally arrived.  

At the next meeting we will discuss the future of our Mount Noble repeater and present the recommenda-

tion of the committee.  If you have an opinion on this topic, come along and have your say. 

  

On a more personal note I have been dipping my toe into the JT/FT digital modes and am finding them 

quite interesting and certainly worth a look if you're interested in low signal working.  More on this at a 

later time. 

  

At the last ham cram at Br 05 another 8 amateurs successfully completed their Amateur radio operators cer-

tificate of competency, so look out for these new chums on the bands, and give them a warm welcome to 

the hobby. 

See you on the 16th 

  

Don Macdonald 

ZL3DMC 

Repeater Reports 
 

Mount Grey 675 (146.750Mhz) Repeater 

A very strong, spasmodic interference appeared on September 14th and has been of 

varying intensity most days since. Progress is being made regarding locating the 

source of this interference. 

 

Mount Noble 6975 (146.975Mhz) Repeater 
 

This repeater was shut down for two 4-day periods in an effort to try and give the batteries a chance to re-

cover from an extended period of low winds and continuous cloud cover. Unfortunately, the battery voltage 

remains abnormally low which is giving concerns of possible battery and/or 

charging system failure. The current batteries are now 8 years old and this is their 

expected life span. Because of  the difficult access to this repeater there has been 

no maintenance carried out for some years so although the repeater is still opera-

tional for now, the true condition of all the equipment is unknown. 

Taking into consideration the lack of use this repeater now gets and it's current 

condition, a decision on it's future needs to be confirmed. 

Geoff ZL3QR. 

 

Read more from Geoff on the current situation of the Mount Noble 6975 repeater on the next page. 

AREC / FIRE Reports 
  

Forest Rural Fire: (AREC supplied Comms / Logistics to Forestry Fire Teams). 

 

Fri. 20/10/17 Assistance call to a rural fire near Ashley Forest. First arrival  

(Rangiora) found fire to be a permitted burn and no action required. The Forestry  

Fire unit arrived shortly after and were then stood down. 

 

 

Geoff ZL3QR 
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Mt. Noble 6975 – The Current Situation. 
 

(For the full history of this Repeater, please refer to the Club's website). 

 

At the time that this Repeater came into being in 1994 there were a small number of “radio hams” living 

north of the Weka Pass, an area where the Christchurch based repeaters failed to reach satisfactorily. Our 

Club had been running Radio Classes in the Hawarden / Waikari area and in due course the radio ham 

population would increase a bit more, some who also had a considerable interest in the Lakes area as 

well. This was the reason for locating 6975 on Mt. Noble, even though it was not an easy site to access, 

requiring 4WD to the head of the track plus a steep, one and a half hour climb from there. 

Heavy gear required a helicopter which we were fortunate, at that time, to be able to get at a minimal 

cost. Most importantly, there were a number of members throughout the Club who were able and quite 

willing, to “walk the hill”, and undertook a number of maintenance trips in earlier years. 

 

Fast forward to today, some 23 years later, and we have a very different situation. There are now no resi-

dent “hams” in the Hurunui / Amuri area, they have all either passed on or moved on. “Down-country” is 

no different, those of us left are that much older and physically unable to “walk the hill” anymore. This 

leaves us with a serious predicament as it is now obvious that the batteries are failing and at the very 

minimum would need to be replaced, expected to be at a cost somewhere about $2,000. 

On top of that will be the flight costs to get them up and probably one or two people to install them. 

Then comes the unknown factor of the general condition of the rest of the site....repeater hut, wind gen-

erator, solar panels, antennas, etc, any or all of which may need maintenance and if this is so, may need 

to be brought down for servicing, and flown up again later. The cost of all this may well be more than the 

Club's finances can bear! 

 

Set that against the fact that there is very little activity on the repeater now, and, as mentioned above , 

there are no resident “hams” in the area. No activity from the Lakes area, and only occasionally from 

Hanmer (which is fairly well covered by Mt. Grey 675). 

 

So the question now is whether to Repair and Maintain (at continuing cost) or to Dismantle and Remove 

(possibly a one-off cost). A suggestion has been put forward as to whether another suitable hill   

(with 4WD access) could be found might be a possibility, but  apart from the Lakes area, Mt. Grey 675, 

which was not in existence in 1994, covers the rest of the area reasonably well. 

 

Geoff Gillman ZL3QR 

Co-Trustee. 

On location at Mount Noble during past repeater maintenance work 
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More on Magnetic Loop Antennas...  
this time an article from Jim Tegellas VK5JST which was recently published in Amateur 
Radio 



5 

 

 

 
 
 

 

   

Man Up & 

 Get Checked! 

 

PHONE 0800 477 678 
 

EMAIL 

info@prostate.org.nz 
 

WEB www.prostate.org.nz 

mailto:info@prostate.org.nz
http://www.prostate.org.nz


6 

 

 

The Plastic Fantastic 
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The Plastic Fantastic 

 

 http://www.ahars.com.au/uploads/1/3/9/8/13982788/plasticloop1.pdf 

http://www.ahars.com.au/uploads/1/3/9/8/13982788/plasticloop1.pdf
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CLUB COMMITTEE 

President   Don MacDonald ZL3DMC  03 327 7415 

Vice President  Ron Kautz  ZL3RCK  03 312 8615 

Secretary   Colin Rowe  ZL3COL  03 313 2303 

Treasurer   Denise Hider  ZL3HI   03 313 4907 

AREC S/Leader  Don MacDonald ZL3DMC/ZK9EG 03 327 7415 

Ragchew Editor  Ron Kautz  ZL3RCK  03 312 8615 

Committee  Geoff Gillman  ZL3QR   03 313 7137 

    Tony Buckland ZL3HAM   03 312 5352 

    Ron Kautz  ZL3RCK  03 312 8615 

    Geoff Gooch  ZL3AL   03 920 2800 

    Owen Pimm  ZL3GM  03 310 6070 

    Simon Hill  ZL3SI   021 210 1786 

 

 
SPECIAL INTEREST CONTACTS 

AREC   Don MacDonald ZL3DMC/ZK9EG 03 327 7415 

Web Master  Ron Kautz  ZL3RCK  03 312 8615 

Repeater Trustees 

   6975   Geoff Gillman  ZL3QR   03 313 7137 

    Brian Holland  ZL4WX  03 312 3344 

   675   Geoff Gillman  ZL3QR   03 313 7137 

    Richard Smart  ZL4FZ   03 385 8355 

ZL3RR   Geoff Gillman  ZL3QR   03 313 7137 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR for 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch 68 Marketplace 

 

FROM BRANCH 68 

Coax RG58 (per metre) $1.65 

Enquiries to Geoff ZL3QR, phone (03) 313 7137 

 

Club Monograms (cloth) $9.00 - Club Badges (metal) $6.50 

Enquiries to Denise ZL3HI, phone (03) 313 4907 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Subscriptions 

$40 Single, $50 Family 

 

Payment by instalments can be arranged with the Treasurer. 

 

Bank details for Internet payment. Please include your Callsign / Name. 

ANZ Bank: 01 0877 0105044 00 
 

PLEASE HELP THE CLUB and PAY PROMPTLY 

General Meeting - Second Thursday at 1930 (7.30pm) 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
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Committee Meeting - Fourth Thursday at 1930 (7.30pm) 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

          23 - 

 

**SUBS DUE BY 30 APRIL** 


